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Portuguese in Canada

ÁBegan immigrating to Canada in 1953

ÁDisproportionately from poorest rural regions

Á Lowest levels of education of any immigrant or 
minority group (4 years or less)

ÁConcentrated in unskilled construction, 
manufacturing or service occupations

ÁSignificantly lower average incomes

ÁFewer individuals earning in upper income 
brackets

ÁHave negligible and often disparaged profile in 
Canadian society



Luso-Canadian Youth

ÁEntering into 3rd Canadian-born generation

ÁProportionately more youth than average

ÁDropping out in disproportionate numbers
ÁEvidence from Ontario, Quebec & B.C.

ÁPredominantly male phenomenon
ÁFemales represented in post-secondary education in 

average proportions

ÁCommunity concerned with social reproduction
of youth in parentsô marginalized socioeconomic 
roles
ÁIntegrating into the lower working class in Canada, 

U.S. and Britain



Portuguese-Canadian Youth 

Barriers and Supports Study

ÁApproach

ÁCritical Pedagogy ïParticipatory Research

ÁPaulo Freire (1970 ïPedagogy of the Oppressed)

ÁMethodology

ÁHalifax, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg & Vancouver

Á6 Focus groups each

Á10 Interviews each

ÁFocus group participants develop questions to 

be asked in interviews 



Preliminary Results

ÁSocioeconomic

ÁFinancial considerations

ÁMoney for school not the main issue (parents provide)

ÁLack of money for non-school-related expenses important

ÁSchool-based

ÁAcademic difficulties

ÁMany youth find school difficult

ÁFeel isolated from school curriculum and mainstream 

cultural expressions

ÁCulture not being reflected

ÁFell they are not being ñlistened toò



Preliminary Results, (contôd)

ÁSociocultural
ÁPortuguese culture ignored or disparaged
ÁDiminish their sense of identity and pride

ÁWorking-class status reinforces/maintains Portuguese 
identity

ÁDistinctiveness from both mainstream and visible-
minority peers
ÁSelf-perception of not being ñwhiteò

ÁImportance of family and peers
ÁYouth did not blame parents

ÁFamily both a support and burden

ÁContrast with parents low education

ÁPeers can influence dropout


