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Background to the Study

A Shifting patterns of migration from 1960s
to mid -1990s.

A Corresponding growth in social science
research.
0 Focus on youth and identity.
AEthnic identity.
ABicultural identity.
ARisk and resilience.



Limitations of Current Research

A Ethnic/bicultural identity is studied as
though:

d It is fixed over time and across situations.
d It Is an independent variable.

0 The role of youth in the acquisition and
expression of their identities is unclear.



Goals of the Present Research

A To reconcile this contradiction between
the way identity in ethno -racially diverse
youth is described, and how these
processes are actually studied.

A To understand these processes in second
generation, South Asian-Canadian youth.



1.

Research Questions

How do secondgeneration, South Asian-
Canadian youth describe their identities?

How do these youth use their identities in
Interactions with others in their social
environments?



Methodology

Research Approach
Grounded Theory
Participants

26 second-generation, South Asian-Canadian youth,
between ages 18-25

Sampling and Recruitment

Purposeful sampling, snowball sampling
Data Collection

In-depth interviews
Data Analysis

Open coding, thematic analysis
Trustworthiness

Audit trail, feedback from participants



Participants

Gender
15 women, 11 men
Age
Mean = 20 years
Place of Birth
Canada (73%), India/Africa/Europe (27%)
Religion

Hindu (31%), Muslim (35%), Sikh (19%), Christian
(8%), None (8%)

Education

Undergraduate (92%), Graduate school (8%)
Average Family Income
$60,000 - $69,000 (31%), $70,000 + (58%)



Selected Findings



Youth see themselves as both South Asian
and Canadian.

| am both (South Asian al
|l 1T ved here all my |1 fe :
adopt a lot of the practices, a lot of the
traditions, and a lot of the everyday activities
that they do here, an-d |
Canadian really to me means being able to
combine the two nationalities. We have sort
created this.

(Ashima)



